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Porthole 
Commodore’s Message 
Hello Members, 
 

Let’s congratulate the new officers for 2006: 
 Commodore, Fred Stewart (yours truly) 
 Treasurer, Chuck Emery 
 Secretary, Pat Brennan 
 

Seems like we should be preparing to put the boats in the water soon based on the warm weather 
we’ve been having.  So much for that early winter we had in December, but I am sure we can 
expect some nice cold weather over the next month.   
 

The Comedy Night was a huge success - a full house, plenty of food and drinks, the good company 
of friends and neighbors, and side-splitting comedians.  Surprised to see the “guy in the plaid shirt” 
didn’t come back for round two.  Was also disappointed that the new Karaoke duet didn’t take to 
the stage for some post-event entertainment.  Maybe I need to talk to the Social Committee about 
staging a Karaoke night… I’m sure that would be a blast. 
 

The questionnaire is in and we only had 38 responses - not a good response rate.  The Trustees 
would like to thank those who responded, and we are using the data to determine the priority of 
the projects.  Look for the results in this issue of the Porthole. 
 

After a long run, Grace Bacorn is resigning from the scheduling of the club rentals.  We are all 
thankful for her efforts for the many years she assisted the club with this task.  On behalf of the 
membership, thank you Grace for all of your help. 
 

The new trustee assignments for the year 2006 are set.  The new responsibilities can be found on 
Page 2, within the Board of Trustee listings.  Call the trustee associated with any of the listed 
assignments, if you would like information or would like to give a suggestion. 
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the boat races on May 6th and 7th. 
 

Keep warm and hope to see you all at the comedy night.   
 

Your Commodore 
Fred Stewart      
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Mark  Your  
Calendars: 
 

•  St. Patrick’s Day  
    Family Dinner 
    Sunday, March 19th  
     (RSVP by Saturday, March 11th) 
 

•  Beach Clean Up Day 
    Saturday, April 29th  
     (Rain date, Sunday, April 30th) 
 
•  Boat Races 
    Saturday, May 6th & 
    Sunday, May 7th  
 
•  Opening Day Picnic 
    Saturday, May 27th 

The 

News 

Another Great Comedy Night  
Lake Forest Yacht Club put on a fun-filled comedy 
night for a packed house on Saturday, January 21st.  
Kicking off the evening with drinks and hors d’oeurves, 
the crowd then enjoyed the comedy of Tom Van 
Horn, a comedian on the local circuit.  A break for 
dessert and the entertainment continued with the 
headliner, Mike Egan.  Mike’s experience included ap-
pearances on Caroline’s Comedy Hour, Evenings at 

(Continued on page 10) 



We continue to have limited 
activities at the club during the 
winter months. Here is an 
update on our club facilities: 
 

Clubhouse Roof Leak 
Due to the high winds and rain 
we received on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17th, we discovered several 
roof leaks at the clubhouse. 
Due to the leaks, the Nursery 
School cancelled classes on 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
that week as we addressed the 
damage. Jeff Phillips, LFYC 
member who is an expert in 
roof repair, assessed that the 
damage was due to severe 
cracks in the roof shingles and 
made the necessary repairs. 
He also advised us that the 
roof will likely leak again if addi-
tional repairs or roof replace-
ment is not addressed. With 
this development, the board 

will now need to consider this 
issue and plan the appropriate 
action. 
 

LFYC Office Manager 
In early January, our office man-
ager Susan Bilyk, notified us of 
her resignation effective January 
28th. We’d like to thank her for 
her time with us and offer her 
best wishes in her new en-
deavor. We immediately initi-
ated a search for her replace-
ment including an advertise-
ment in the AIM action news. 
The search is for a qualified 
individual who has experience 
in running an office and has a 
proficiency in QuickBooks ac-
counting software. If we do not 
have a new office manager in 
place by January 28th, the office 
hours will be suspended, with 
internal office operations pro-
vided temporarily by the Trus-

your parking tag whenever 
parking on our club property. 
 

Lake Forest Website 
We have made progress on 
launching our new website. 
Our new Trustee, Pat Brennan, 
has provided us with valuable 
assistance in securing our do-
main name and given us insight 
on the particulars of website 
development. One recommen-
dation Pat had was to switch 
from a .com to .org domain 
name which would be better 
suited for our organization. So 
we have secured the .org do-
main name which will be 
www.lfyc.org . We have a new 
member in our community 
who has offered to help us 
design and manage the website 
so we expect to have it up very 

(Continued on page 3) 

tees. If needed, notification of 
suspended office hours will be 
in the glass encased bulletin 
board at the club office. 
 

Parking Permit Tags 
Even though we are in the off-
season, please remember that 
you must display your parking 
permit whenever parking at 
the club facility. We have signs 
posted that our facility is for 
members only and all vehicles 
must have a parking permit. 
Last winter we had many non-
residents park in our lot to go 
onto the ice for ice fishing and 
other activities. We gave out 
warnings and had the police 
issue summonses to repeat 
violators. This year we will not 
be issuing any warnings. We 
will have the police ticket vehi-
cles without permit tags. So, 
please remember to display 

Lake Forest Facilities Update by Frank Gutowski 

Lake Forest Yacht Club - Board of Trustees 
 

Alfred Stewart Commodore  973-663-2477 Club House, Maintenance/Grounds, Social, Boat Course 
Charles Emery Treasurer 973-663-2467 Office, Budget, Docks 
Patrick Brennan Secretary 973-663-3199 Office, Swim Team, Communications, Docks 
Frank Gutowski Trustee  973-663-2059 Beach/Galley, Maintenance/Grounds, Communications, Docks 
Peter Maniscalco Trustee  973-663-0452 Club House, By-Laws, Security, Tennis, Legal/Insurance, Nominating, Nursery 
      School 
Thomas Preston Trustee  973-663-5157 Security, Welcome/Membership, Maintenance/Grounds 
Augie Wistner Trustee  973-663-1760 Club House, Maintenance/Grounds, Security 
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Lake Forest Yacht Club  
Office      973-663-0158 Email: lfyc@optonline.net 
    Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday  & Saturday 9am - 12pm 
    **Contact the LFYC Office for Clubhouse Rentals** 
 
Donna Combos Beach Director  973-663-2784 
Laura Squier Porthole Publishing 973-663-4134     Email: squier@optonline.net  
 

Lake Forest Nursery School     
Annick Kapusta  Chairwoman  973-601-3590  
 

Lake Forest Swim Team 
Pat Bagnall President  973-663-0255 

In case of emergency/to report 
trespassers - Call Jefferson Twsp. 
Police Department 973-697-1300 
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soon. I will provide more de-
tails in next month’s Porthole. 
 

2006 Dock Rentals and 
Renewals 
2006 dock rental renewal 
invoices have been mailed out 
to all members who rented 
slips in 2005. We already have 
several members requesting 
available dock slips for the 
2006 season, so if you want a 
slip this season, please contact 
the club office. See the 2006 
Dock Rental article in this 
month’s Porthole for more 
details. 
 

Club Security/ 
Surveillance Cameras 
Due to vandalism on our soft-
ball field and the theft of a 
kayak last year, I researched 
the possibility of enhancing 
our security surveillance at the 
club. The improvements were 
to include clearer surveillance 
at A, B and C docks, the ca-
noe rack and surveillance of 
the softball field. I had a Lake 
Forest resident, Jack Frucci of 
Lakeland Security, come in and 
evaluate the system and pro-
vide recommendations and a 
proposal. It was determined 
that to meet the objective, we 
would need to replace the 
current cameras, add three 
additional cameras and install a 
digital video recorder.  
 

The project was discussed at 
the January Trustee meeting 
and it was decided not to allo-
cate funds toward the project 
at this time. This decision was 
also based on the Capex sur-
vey responses we received 
from members which rated it 

(Continued from page 2) 

Facilities Update 

 

seventh on the list of projects 
members want us to pursue. 
So we will shelve this surveil-
lance project for now and 
work on trying to improve 
our current system’s function-
ality.  
 

Spring Beach Clean-up: 
April 29th 
Please mark April 29th on your 
calendar for our annual Spring 
Beach Clean-up (with a rain 
date of April 30th). As usual, 
we will have many projects 
that will need to be tended to 
in order to prepare our club 
for the 2006 season. The 
spring clean-up date is earlier 
than last year due to our 
scheduled Boat Races on May 
6th and 7th. We will need a 
large turnout of members to 
help with the cleanup, so 
please come down and help us 
get the club ready for the 
summer.  As we get closer to 
that date, I’ll provide additional 
details as to projects we will 
be working on for Beach 
Clean-up Day. 
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Lake Forest Nursery 
School News 
 
The Lake Forest Nursery School is in full swing  
after the start of the New Year.  Parent/Teacher  
Conferences have been scheduled, for the end  
of January, to discuss each student’s progress.  Graduation plan-
ning has begun being discussed at the Monthly Parents Meeting, 
as well as Registration for the new 2006/2007 school year.  Reg-
istration will be held on Monday, March 13th @ 6:30 PM, at the 
Yacht Club.  The limited spots available are beginning to fill up, so 
if you are interested in attending the nursery school for the 
2006/2007 school year, please contact Alyson Music at (973) 
601-7422. 
 

The morning class has begun tracing their own names and work-
ing on the shape of the month, the circle.  Bubble painting was a 
fun craft utilized to reinforce the learning process.  They also 
learned about winter, and made bird feeders.  The school’s Mas-
cot, Lou, a cuddly bear and puppet, has started going home with 
the morning students to visit for the weekend.  The students 
keep a Journal for Lou, based on his adventures, as well as pic-
tures of visits with each student. The children look forward to 
Mrs. Bukowski reading about his weekend. 
 

The afternoon class has been reviewing letter recognition in 
preparation for Kindergarten registration, held the first week in 
March.  They are recognizing their last names, as well as writing 
their names without assistance.  They are also working on 
memorizing their address and phone numbers.  This class also 
learned about winter and worked on some science projects with 
ice, such as: pouring salt and water paint on a block of ice to 
watch it melt; ice painting; and chipping through blocks of ice to 
reveal dinosaurs frozen in the ice. 

Princesses of the Lake Forest Nursery School  
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Lake Forest  
Legacy 

 
Clippings of The Porthole News 
from 20 years ago… February 1986 

Can you guess who of our current advertisers was also supporting the Porthole with 
an ad 20 years ago?     Answer next month. 



Social Activities/Calendar 

Lake Forest Bulletin Board 
All requests must be submitted to Laura Squier (973-663-4134 or squier@optonline.net) with a contact name and telephone number. 

Birthday Greetings 
• Happy 8th Birthday to Shane Kapusta, February 3rd. 
• Happy Birthday to Greg Good, February 12th. 
• Happy Birthday to Helen Gutowski, February 25th. 
 

Congratulations 
• Congratulations to Trevor Thompson who has been chosen as a People to People Student Ambassador  
 traveling to Australia this July with select 5th and 6th graders from Morris, Sussex and Warren counties.  
• Congratulations to Leigh Emery on her acceptance to Westminster Choir College.  Majoring in Voice  
        Performance with a minor in Choral Conducting, she was offered an annual scholarship by Westminster. 
• Congratulations to Brooke Emery for reaching the honor roll at JTMS last term...she’s working hard toward high 

honors for this term. 
Announcements 
• Leigh Emery will be singing at The Boathouse Restaurant on Valentine’s Day during dinner hours.  She’s had pre-

vious engagements there for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.  Check it out… she’s fabulous! 
• Not to be upstaged by his daughter, Chuck Emery is considering coming out of retirement to perform Karaoke.  

An interesting New Year’s Eve debut has prompted Chuck to approach his wife, Helene (an accomplished 
singer), about a duet arrangement…to date, Helene has refused negotiations. 
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Place your ad in The Porthole News  
Business card ad sizes starting at $15 p/month with a three-month commitment.   

 

Call Laura Squier 973-663-4134 

Ballroom Dancing Lessons (Cabaret Style) by Mr. Masters, Dance Instructor 
Interested?  We’re trying to put together a group for lessons:  1.5 hours per week, Friday nights, (7) week  
schedule.  Wrapping up with a formal dance party in week 7.  Pricing dependent upon the number of couples.  
Please contact Kathy Stewart at 973-663-2477 if you’d like to participate. 

Sunday, March 19th - St. Patrick’s Day Family Dinner  

(RSVP by Saturday, March 11th) 
Catered St. Patty’s Dinner to start at 4:00 pm.  Includes Corned Beef & Cabbage, Potatoes, Chicken, Vege-
tables, and Macaroni & Cheese.  Water, Soda, Beer, Wine, and Desserts provided.  BYO Premium Spirits.  
Member and Member Guests welcome.    
 

Members:  $25 per family/$10 per person/$8 per senior — RSVP to lfyc@optonline.net 
Member Guest Rate:  $35 per family/$12 per person/$10 per senior 
Pre-payment required to the Lake Forest Yacht Club Office   

Easter Egg Hunt  
We’ll need (4) volunteers to have an Easter Egg Hunt for the children.  Tentatively scheduled for April 8th.  Please call Isabelle 
Brennan at 973-663-3199. 
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Surveys were sent to the LFYC membership on (2) occasions asking for input on various capital projects that the board is considering.  
In total, there were 38 responses. The list below shows the order of priority that the responses indicated.  
 

        IMPROVEMENTS: 
1. Replace propane heating system with new oil system 
2. Repair or replace Galley overhang 
3. Renovate club house bathrooms 
4. Renovate club house ceiling walls & floor 
5. “A” dock repair 
6. “A” dock replacement 
7. Surveillance cameras 
8. Post & chain fence around ball field 
9. Post & rail geese fence at Stanley Point 
10. Tennis court lights 
11. Renovate ball field with striping and bases 
12. Thicker tree line around tennis courts to block wind 

 

Based on the survey results and projected cost, the projects that the board has voted to pursue are:  
 

• Replace the heating system 

• Replace or repair the galley overhang 

• Major repair to A Dock 
 

The board is in the process of obtaining and evaluating bids for the proposed projects. Look for further details in future Portholes. 

Capital Expenditure Survey Results 

 

LAKE FOREST YACHT CLUB — INVOICE TERMS (updated 12/05) 

 Inv Date Terms Due Date Delinquency  Date Finance Charge 

Master Lease 1st Day Each 
Quarter 

Due upon receipt 1st Day Each 
Quarter 

10th Day Each 
Quarter 

6% 

Dues 10/1 May be paid in full or 1/2 may be paid 
by 12/31, the 2nd half by 3/31 

12/31 
3/31 

N/A N/A 

Bonds 3/01 Due upon receipt 3/01 3/10 12% 

Docks 1/10 60 days 3/10 3/15 N/A 
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1/4/06    Meeting called to order at 
7:15 PM 
 
 

Trustees present:   
Patrick Brennan, Chuck Emery, 
Frank Gutowski, Pete Maniscalco, 
Fred Stewart 
 

Trustees not present:   
Tom Preston, Augie Wistner 
 

Nomination of Officers 
Commodore 
Fred Stewart nominated by Chuck 
Emery, seconded by Frank 
Gutowski, unanimous. 
Secretary 
Patrick Brennan nominated by 
Peter Maniscalco, seconded by 
Frank Gutowski, unanimous. 
Treasurer 
Chuck Emery nominated by Fred 
Stewart, seconded by Frank 
Gutowski, unanimous.  
 

Committees/Responsibilities As-
signments took place 
 

Trustee Updates 
Pat:  
Mentioned putting rubber chips in 
the playground area, he received 
quotes of between 4,000 and 
7,500 for chips. Capital expend. 
already decided for 2006.  Tabled 
discussion. 
 

Chuck: 
Financial update 
Profit and Loss previous year com-
parison presented. 
Capex wish list results 
Survey results were tallied and 
presented - only 38 submissions 
returned.  Replace propane heating 
system with new oil system was 
number (1).  Slated for execution 
this calendar year, Pete to head 
HVAC replacement.  Repair or 
replace Galley overhang was num-
ber (2). Slated for execution this 
calendar year, Frank to pursue 
bids.  Renovate club house bath-

rooms was number (3). To be 
postponed until 2007.  Discussion 
ensued about moving up A dock 
repair (survey results number (5), 
due to safety issues.  Frank to ob-
tain better estimate to repair or 
replace partial A dock. 
 

Chuck provided a review of the 
Secretary’s position as it stands 
today.  
 

Frank: 
Porthole update 
Postage rate decreased from .34 to 
.13 per mailing due to letter size 
and sorted rate.   We’re taking 
advantage of a Staples offering a 
20% rebate/rewards discount due 
to annual commitment to be paid 
quarterly.  The  January  issue had 
(12) advertisers; (10) returning and 
(2) new advertisers approached 
the club.  One advertiser made a 
1-year commitment.  All non-
returning advertisers were sent the 
latest Porthole.  Discussion on 
rotating Trustee column.  Birthday 
lists/ bulletin boards need content 
submissions. 
Website project 
Pat to procure rights to LFYC.org 
from Registrar.  Pat to procure 
rights for domain LakeFor-
estYachtClub.org.  Recommenda-
tion to research DSL provider for 
office, eliminating Optonline costs 
netting a savings per month. 
Boat race contract 
Draft sent out to Trustees for 
their input, changes made.  Final 
draft to be shared with the Trus-
tee’s later this week then sent to 
the Association for their review. 
Other 
Frank, presented the Trustees with 
a signed one year service agree-
ment that covers off season trash 
removal, snow removal and club-
house cleaning service.  Contract 

signed with Buddy Coutts. 
Presented option to spray fields 
with spray to deter geese.  Sprayed 
once per month, 5 gal concentrate 
makes 500 gallons at $350 and 
covers 100,000 sq ft.  Agreed to 
try Goose Stopper spray, if proven 
successfully we will continue cov-
erage. 
 

Pete: 
Insurance 
Peter filed claim for theft recently 
discovered with our bond holder, 
the expectation is that the claim 
will be covered.  Our bonded 
policy covers us for $100,000.  
This policy was unknown to the 
board at the time of the annual 
meeting. 
Other 
Expressed an interest to assist all 
Trustees’ in their duties on an as 
needed basis. 
 

Fred: 
Commodore’s discussion to 
trustees 
Fred asked that each Trustee self-
evaluate their performance on the 
board and progress on their per-
sonal tasks taken on in behalf of 
the club and if they feel they are 
not meeting up to the obligation 
that they first ask for help from 
their fellow trustees, and in the 
worst case decide to step down 
from the board.  Please ensure 
that any commitments made by 
each board member be fulfilled 
prior to committing to additional 
tasks. 
Other 
Fred distributed Lake Forest 
Yacht Club By-Laws, prior to the 
changes voted in during the last 
annual meeting.   
Club member expressed some 
concern about the babysitting 
provided during the annual / semi-

annual meeting and the cost associ-
ated with it.  Fred made mention 
to charge $5/3/2 per child to baby 
sit, concessions can be made for 
hardship.  Frank made mention to 
ask the life guards to perform 
babysitting duties for their regular 
wage. Chuck, felt club should pay.  
Fred made motion to offer free 
babysitting at the annual semi-
annual meeting and for the club to 
pay up to 2 persons $10/hour for 
said babysitting.  This in an attempt 
to stimulate better attendance at 
our annual and semi-annual meet-
ings.  Chuck seconded. Unanimous 
approval. Notice to go out in Port-
hole prior to meeting.   
 
Meeting adjourned 10:15 pm. 
 

Next Trustee Meeting:  February 
9, 2006, 7:00 PM 
 
 

Note:  These minutes are con-
densed, for publishing in the Port-
hole.  Please contact the LFYC 
Office to view a full set of minutes. 

Trustee Meeting Minutes, February 2006 
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2006 Season Dock Rental 
Information 

 
 

boat.  All of the above criteria 
will be required before LFYC 
approval of dock slip rental or 
renewal.  
 

For new members or mem-
bers renting for the first time, 
we will have at least twelve 
open dock slips for the 2006 
season. If you’d like to rent a 
dock slip for the 2006 season 
please contact the club office at 
663-0158 to request a dock 
rental agreement. The open 
dock slips will be reserved on a 
first come first served basis for 
members who meet the above 
rental criteria. Actual slip assign-
ments for new renters will be 
determined starting March 16th, 
after member dock renewals 
are confirmed.  
 

Members who would like to 
rent a second dock slip may do 
so after March 18th. On April 
1st, all remaining open dock 
slips will be made available to 
non-members at a rental fee of 
$1,000.   
 

Any questions or comments 
regarding 2006 dock rentals 
should be addressed to the 
LFYC Dock Master: Frank 
Gutowski at 663-2059. 

The club office has mailed out 
the 2006 dock slip rental in-
voices and rental agreements 
to all members who rented 
dock slips in 2005. The 2006 
dock rental fee for members is 
$410.  If you plan on renewing 
for the upcoming season, 
please return the completed 
and signed rental agreement 
along with a copy of your boat 
registration and payment by 
March 15th 2006. Also, please 
indicate if there is any repair 
issue that you feel needs to be 
tended to regarding you slip.  
 

If you have no intention to re-
new your dock slip for the 
2006 season, please contact 
Frank Gutowski so that he may 
reassign the slip to another 
member. We already have 
several members requesting 
available dock slips this season. 
 

Since we only have seventy-six 
dock slips, we will limit dock 
rentals to one slip per member 
family until March 18th to ac-
commodate as many members 
as possible. As is club policy, 
dock slips will only be rented to 
members whose: financial obli-
gations to the club are current, 
have completed a signed rental 
agreement and provide a copy 
of the boat registration indicat-
ing member ownership of the 



Letters from Lake 
Forest Members 
Dear Members; 
 
Thanks to all who have begun submitting items 
for the Lake Forest Bulletin Board.   I would 
also like to thank the various contacts in the community for 
providing me with timely and thorough submissions as well as 
our business advertisers for their support. 
 
We’ve received lots of positive feedback on the “new”  
Porthole format, but obviously will need the continued help of 
all to reach our goal of becoming a more informative and 
community friendly resource. 
 
Keep on sending! 
 
Laura Squier, Publisher 
973-663-4134 
squier@optonline.net 
 
All correspondence must include a contact name and tele-
phone number for verification.   
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the Improv,  as well as appearing  
weekday radio mornings on WJUX 
103.1.   The event wrapped up 
around midnight, with all having 
spent an evening that included  lots 
of laughs.  Commodore Fred Stew-
art offered thanks to our Social 
Committee for another successful 
gathering. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Comedy Night 



Classified 

(1st 2 months FREE to Members, then $10 p/month - 3 lines max) 

 

Items for Sale 
NordicTrac Pro Ski Exerciser.  Good Condition.  $85.  Call Ron 973-663-1296 (1/06) 
 
Reddy Heater 155,000 BTU Kerosene Forced Hot Air Heater.  In Box, Never Used.  
$150.   Call 973-663-2059 (1/06) 
 
Henry Link Wicker Furniture: Dressers, Night Tables, Headboards, Vanities, Mirrors:  All 
$100 or Less.  //  70’s Vintage Oak Barrel Poker Table w/ 4 Swivel Chairs: $75 //   2 New 
Sofas, White Wicker w/ Flower Pattern Cushions:  $300/pr.   Call 973-663-2059 (1/06) 
 
Satin Christening Gown, Size: 6 Months. Brand New with Tag.  Best Offer.   
Call 973-601-3275 (2/06) 
 
 

Help Wanted 
Tom Thumb is now hiring carpenters and painters.  Must have tools and drivers license.  
Full and part-time.  Call Tom 973-663-6369 (1/06) 
 

(Must be a Lake Forest Yacht Club Member to be listed) 
 
Jackie Burd (14) 973-601-7196 
Dean Combos (15) 973-663-2784 
Amanda DeSantis (17) 973-663-3542 
Dana DeSantis (20)  973-663-3542 *       (Summer Only) 
Jamie DeSena (17) 973-663-1629 * 
Aviva Mandel (14) 973-663-0685 * 
Sarah Pilewski (19)  973-663-3804 *      (Summer Only) 
Katie Pilewski (18) 973-663-3804 * 
Nichole Polyak (17) 973-663-0372 * 
Danielle Rodgers (19)  973-663-5519 *       (Summer Only) 
Kendal Rodgers (17) 973-663-5519 
Bonnie Sabia (Adult) 973-663-5978 

* Red Cross Certified 
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Classif ied 
Conne ction 



Lake Forest Yacht Club 

P.O. Box 217 

Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
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